
Advanced Placement U.S. History, 2019-20 Summer Reading Assignment 
 
Your enrollment in Advanced Placement U.S. History for the 
2019-2020 school year signals the beginning of an exciting journey. 
The course often presents students with a significant academic 
challenge. However, based upon your efforts, we are confident that 
you will be successful and expect that it will prove to be a rewarding 
experience. The first step in the process is the completion of the 
summer reading and note-taking requirement (which has THREE 
parts—terms, essay drafts, and National History Day 
brainstorming).  
 
Before you leave for summer vacation, you are expected to pick up 
a copy of your textbook, David M. Kennedy’s The American 
Pageant: A History of the Republic from the textbook office in 
room 117.  
 
Summer Reading Assignment  

1. Read chapters 1-6 in The American Pageant.  
2. Read chapters 1-3 in Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States.  

a. Copies of A People’s History of the United States can be found at the public library, local bookstores, or 
online (used on Amazon for $5-8). 

b. There is also a free online version of Zinn’s book at: 
http://www.historyisaweapon.com/zinnapeopleshistory.html. 

c. Students are encouraged to obtain their own copy since other chapters will be assigned throughout the 
course of the year.  

3. Attached is a list of key terms, concepts, and historical figures to guide your reading and note taking. 4. Also 
included are four essay questions to outline as well as  

4. The National History Day brainstorm assignment.  
 
This summer reading assignment is also available on the Shaker.org website in the reading list section. Shortly after 
classes begin in August there will be both an objective and an essay test based on the mastery of these readings and 
assignments.  
 
We wish you the best of luck this summer in your preparation for A.P. U.S. History. We will announce on remind a date 
for a meeting to review summer reading in August. Watch for it! If you have any questions or concerns with regard to 
these assignments, please contact us. (Our emails are below.) 
 
If you want to be in contact with us over the summer, please sign up for our REMIND texts, where you can send us 
your individual questions and concerns throughout the summer. If you have a smartphone, get push notifications. On 
your iPhone or Android phone, open your web browser and go to the following link: 
https://www.remind.com/join/9kh4673  
Follow the instructions to sign up for Remind. You’ll be prompted to download the mobile app.  
 
Have a wonderful summer – we look forward to seeing you in August.  
 
Your AP U.S. History teachers,  
Sarah Davis davis_s@shaker.org  
Joseph Konopinski konopinski_j@shaker.org  
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Terms  
 
As you read the assignments in American Pageant, chapters 1-6 and A People’s History of the United States, chapters 1-3: 

o Identify the meaning of each term. 
o Give 3-5 specific facts/names/dates/events from the textbook to explain the term. 

 
Your answers should be in NOTE format, not in complete sentences. Use bullets/Cornell note taking or another system. 
These terms can be downloaded from the Shaker website. 
 
 
1. The Columbian Exchange  
2. Maize cultivation  
3. Great Basin  
4. Great Plains  
5. Permanent villages  
6. Portuguese exploration  
7. Spanish exploration  
8. West Africa  
9. Plantation based agriculture  
10. Encomienda system  
11. Joint-stock company  
12. Feudalism  
13. Slave labor  
14. Slave system in the 

Caribbean  
15. The Anglo-Powhatan Wars  
16. Indentured servitude  
17. Headright system  
18. Slave codes of Barbados, 

etc.  
19. Iroquois Confederacy  
20. Salem witch trials  

21. Jeremiad  
22. Covert resistance (to 

slavery)  
23. Overt resistance (to slavery)  
24. Empire building (and its 

wars-1750)  
25. White superiority (the belief 

and results)  
26. Capitalism  
27. Autonomy (of 

colonies/societies/cultures)  
28. Spanish colonization  
29. British colonization  
30. French colonization  
31. Dutch colonization  
32. Intermarriage  
33. Cross-racial sexual unions  
34. Mestizos  
35. Huguenots 
36. voyageurs 
37. Navigation Acts  
38. Salutary neglect  

39. Puritans (and the elect)  
40. Halfway covenant  
41. Middle colonies  
42. The Pueblo Revolt  
43. Metacom’s (King 

Philip’s)War  
44. Bacon’s Rebellion  
45. King William’s War 
46. French and Indian War 
47. Pontiac’s Rebellion 
48. “Atlantic World”  
49. Staple crops  
50. The New England Colonies  
51. Chesapeake colonies  
52. Enlightenment Ideas  
53. The first Great Awakening  
54. The Stono Rebellion  
55. The Paxton Boys  
56. Molasses Act  
57. Albany Congress 
58. Proclamation of 1763 
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Essay Prompts 

Upon completion of the Summer Reading assignments (Chapters 1-6 in the text The American Pageant and Chapters 1-3 
in Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States) consider the following questions as you begin to prepare for a 
Summer Reading essay test (to be administered in August). Outlines will be due at the start of school. 

1. How did the interactions between Europeans and indigenous peoples, African slaves, and indentured servants 
shape colonial society in North America prior to 1750? How does Howard Zinn’s A People’s History paint a 
different portrait than the textbook American Pageant? Explain. (Use the terms “cause and effect” in your thesis 
and outline.) 

 
2. “Although Northerners and Southerners later came to think of themselves as having separate civilizations, the 

Northern and Southern colonies in the 17th and 18th centuries were in fact more similar than different.” Assess 
this statement in relation to cultural (religion, for example), political and economic factors. 

 
3. Evaluate the extent to which trans-Atlantic interactions from 1600-1763 contributed to maintaining continuity as 

well as fostering change in labor systems in the British North American colonies. Be sure to explain continuities 
(what stayed the same) and changes. 

NHD Brainstorming 

One of the challenges that NHD presents is the need to quickly narrow down your topic choice and establish a clear 
connection to the annual NHD theme. This year’s theme (2019-20) is “Breaking Barriers in History.”  

o Prepare a unique list of THREE individuals and/or groups that interest you as topics for your project.  
o Each topic must demonstrate an idea, person, group or movement which “Broke Barriers” in American history. 
o You should write 5-7 sentences with specific details for EACH of your three topics. 
o Your topics should include examples from at least TWO different centuries (specifically, 19th and 20th Centuries) 

of American history. No topics from the 21st Century will be accepted. 
o Remember issues in science, religion, literature and culture can be examined as well as politics and economics. 
o LOCAL history topics, plus use of local libraries and archives can win you MONEY in the Spring Competition! 
o The NHD assignment must be typed, printed on paper, and submitted in class on Thursday, August 22nd.  

You can find additional information and guidance on the NHD process, ideas for topics related to the NHD Theme and a 
review of the many formats available for your projects by visiting http://www.nhd.org/. 

Please note: The final project for NHD is due in class on Monday, December 16, before the winter vacation. To see a 
final project, please use this link: https://www.nhd.org/project-examples and click on the boxes by year, or by type of 
project. Get inspired! You will see lots of great topics you may wish to pursue. 

Also, there are many awards for students who create projects regarding local history, Ohio history, use the Library of 
Congress resources, present on an aspect of military history, women’s history, African-American history, LGBTQ+ 
history, Immigrant history, sports history, entrepreneurship, the National Parks, Irish History and more. These awards are 
available at the History Day competitions in March, April and June at the National Competition.  

Finally, we strongly encourage students to consider using their NHD projects for the 10th Grade Personal Project. 
Completion of the Personal Project earns students .25 credit on their high school transcript! You will learn more about this 
option when advisory starts in September. 
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